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STRIFE and ENVY, 


SINGE THE 


E R the moſt high had undiſtinguiſh'd Light 

Divided from the {able Shade of Night; 

Or cer his Spirit hover'd o'er the Deep, 
The Elements were one confuſed Heap. 

Not then bright Sol with his all-ripn'ning Rays 

The Chaos warm'd, or cheer'd revolving Days; 

Nor ran pale Cynthia her nocturnal Race, 

Or in the Heav'ns diſplay'd her various Face. 

But glimm' ring Dawn no ſooner had its Birth, 

And from the yet unfaſhion'd Maſs brake forth, 

Than God, by his omnipotent Command, 

Caus d pent-up Waters to forſake the Land; 

And as the lighter Parts thin Air compos'd, 

The Earth by thoſe more ſolid was enclos'd. 
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Then the high Arch with beauteous Lamps he fill' d, vl 
F  Ordain'd the Ground ſhould Graſs and Herbage yield, 
And Plants and Trees ſprang from the teeming Field. | 

Thus the Great Lord of All was pleas'd to ſhew _ 
| The Shadow of his Glory here below, 
| Which we can't comprehend, and only he doth know. | - 


wy 
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The Heav'ns and Earth thus wonderfully fram'd, 
(For ſo his Works th' Immortal Father nam'd) 
; Both Beaſts and Fowl had Life by his Decree, 
And num'rous were the In-Mates of the Sea. 
1 Man next was in th' Almighty's Image made, 
Who ſole Command o'er all Things living had; 

And God, in pity to his lonely State, 
Thought good a lovely Female to create, 

Deſign'd his Comfort, not to urge his Fate. 
But they, though firſt the 8 to him giv'n, 
Regarding not the ſtrict Command of Heav'n, 
Were from the Face of their Creator driv'n. 

Thus Eve ſeduc'd by the vile Prince of Hell: 

Thus our firſt Father, by her tempted, fell. 
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Unhappy Man, from Paradiſe expell'd, 
With anxious Cares the Earth's rough Boſom till'd: 
For Food he toyl'd, bedew'd his weary'd Brows, 
And fruitful Eve was doom'd to painful Throys 
þ. Hence did the Mis'ry of Mankind begin 
| Thus their Deſcendants were involv'd in Sin. 
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Cain, the firſt Off- ſpring of their Nuptial Bed, 
In jealous Rage the Blood of Abel ſhed; 
Which flagrant Crime the conſcious M ud rer ſtrove 
To hide from the all- ſearching Eye above: 

And though th' offended Lord in Mercy ſpar d 
The Caitiff's Life who this vile Action dar'd, 7 
Yet he the wand'ring W retch his glorious Sight debarr'd. 


— 
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As Men encreas'd they more obdurate grew, 
Falſe Gods they worſhipp'd, and deſpis'd the True; 
Which caus'd the World's dread Sov'reign to command 
Deſtructive Waters to o'erwhelm the Land, 
That thoſe who'd thus His holy Spirit griev'd 
No longer mighr from Vengeance be repriev'd. 
But vertuous Noah, God's peculiar Care, 

Had His molt ſacred Orders to prepare 
A huge Machine, ſufficient to receive 
Thoſe Parent-Pairs which were ordain'd to live. 


Our ſecond Sire thus by his Maker taught 
The Shipwrieht's Art, long on the Fabrick wrou ght: 
But the large Float he bad no ſooner rear d, 
And Food for all the living Freight prepar'd, 
Than Beaſts to Beaſts, and Birds to Birds he Joyn d, 
Placing by ev'ry Male the Female Kind: 

Which coupled ſo, and ready to embark, 
He wiſely ſtow'd in the capacious Ark. 


When each FR Male his willing Mate carels'd, 


And thus their various Kinds were ſoon encreas d. 
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They thus ſecur'd, no Safety was there found 
For thoſe whom God hath deſtin'd to be drown'd; 
Nor Man, nor Beaſt, th' incenſed Lord would fave, 
But. All were bury'd in the liquid Grave. 
No Land was ſeen, nor mighty Hills appear d, 
Which tow'rds the Sky their tow'ring Heads had rear'd, 
While Lamech's Son, with his nee Train, 
Securely wander'd on the pathleſs Main. 
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Nor Maſt, nor Sail, the bulky Refuge bore, 
Nor drew they through the Deep the {weeping Oar; 
For while the good Old Man High-Adm'ral rode, 

The Hulk was guided by's indulgent God. 


Long on the Surface of the hoſtile Flood, 
The well-built Veſſel fierce Aſſaults withſtood : 
For then from Heav'n prevailing Waters fell 
In pond'rous Spouts, the vaſt Abyſs to ſwell. 
But when by's winged Spy the Patriarch knew 
The Waters Ebbing from the Earth withdrew, 
And that, at length, as Providence decreed, | 
Her ſlimy Face was from the Deluge freed ; = 
He from his long Confinement went on Shore, 


With all Things living the huge Manſion bore: 
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Thebounteous Land in Plenty ſoon brought forth > | ; 


What the molt High had will'd ſhould thence have Birth, 
And as ambittous Men more num'rous grew, 
| To this Place ſome, others to that withdrew. 


In thoſe unrighteous Days a ſtubborn Race; 
| Pꝛone to all Ill, and retrograde to Grace, 

| Had impious I houghts a monſtrous Pile to raiſe, 
Whole lofty Head might penetrate the Skies; 
Preſuming ſo they ſhould their Fate prevent, 

If angry Heav'n a ſecond Deluge lent. N 
But God, when thus they did in Sin abound, 

Was pleas'd their ſingle Language to confound. 
And by His mighty over-ruling Hand 

Scatter d the vile Offenders through the Land. 
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| When o'er the Globe rebellious Men were | pread, 
| Invetrate Envy ſhew'd her baleful Head : 

| Not by Divine, or Nature's Laws reſtrain? d, 

: oy Their ſavage Hands in Human Blood were ſtain d. 
bi WL enlarg ge 1 Realms inſatiate Princes warr'd; 
And then, as now, unruly Subjects jarr'd. 

Father *gainſt Son, and Son againſt his Sire, 
Their * Weapons hurl'd with brutal Ire: 
While each revengeful Mortal ſtudy d how 
He might the Image of himſelf o 'erthrow, 

As if they v wanted Elbow-room below. 


g - - -. Way 


—— _ S 
+ ee. 
* 1 P — p - 
— , r 
* 
4 & 


Ci) 
Thus Men in Days of Vore oppreſs d their Kind: 


Thus the throngꝰd World their barb'rous ue thin'd; 
But leſt on Earth they now too long ſhould ſtay, 
Vaſt Numbers are deftroy'd a more compendious Way. 


Branded for ever be that Monſter's N ame, 
Who firſt contriv'd the murd'ring Gun to frame; 
And may that Fiend of Hell be doom'd to Stix, 


| Who taught with Nitre ſooty Coal to mix. 


Evils like thoſe to Men, by Nature prone 


To baneful Strife, ſhould ne'er have been made known: 
For when poor Wretches, who're expos'd for Pay, | 


Deſtructive Balls into their Tubes convey, 

The ſulph'rous Compoſition doth them ſend, 
With fatal Swiftnefs to their Journey End. 

Great Numbers ſoon are grov'ling in their Blood, 
Where 'gainſt the Foe they had undaunted ſtood ; 
And Heaps of breathleſs Bodies Ramparts make- 


To others, who ſurvive the fierce Attack. 


Here, giving Ground, the Infantry are prefs'd, 
And by th' inſulting Cavalry diſtreſs'd: | 
While there whole Squadrons of diſorder'd Horſe, 


Gaul'd by the Foot have to their Heels Recourſe. 


Intrepid Leaders flying Bands excite, 


By their Example, to renew the Fight; 


Who bravely rally, and *twixt Shame and Rage, 
Thoſe very . which they fled * fas 
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While thus great Numbers on the Land are ſlain, 
Death rides triumphant o'er the liquid Main. 
When Naval Rivals meet on briny Seas, 

And each his ſanguine Flag for Fight diſplays, 
The ſtraggling Ships into their Stations fall, 

And cloſe the dreadful, floating wooden Wall. 
Then valiant Chieftains equal Chiefs aſſail, 

And ſtrive with wide-mouth'd Cannon to prevail: 
While ev'ry lofty Carrack takes her Share 

Of the confus'd, and molt deſtructive War. 
Thunder, as loud as that o'th* angry Sky, 


With ſulph'rous Flames from the wing'd Bulwarks fly: 


Imperial Jove the dire Event attends, 
And Aolus, amaz'd, his bluſt'ring Winds ſuf; 2k 
Impetuous Shot the yielding Timbers bore, 

And mangled Mortals welter in their Gore. 

Here ſome diſmember'd, anxious {till to live, 

For Aid implore, but, when beyond retrieve, 

To end their Woes are plung'd into the Main, 
Where Streams of Blood imprint a Crimſon Stain. 
Here a diſabled Ship, which can't retire, 

Is grappled cloſe by one with artful Fire, 

Which fiercely raging, they are both, at laſt, 
Rent from the hot Embrace by a deſtructive Blaſt, 


Not diſtant far "IO this amazing Sight, 
A 1 F. abrick, Ny maim di in Fight, 


| q 10 ) . l 
The Water penetrates, til down ſhe goes, 
And ver the found'ring Hulk the ſurly Surges cloſe; 
But while ſhe floats her helpleſs Crew contrive 
How they may beſt impending Fateſurvive: - 
To this Place ſome, to that great Numbers run, 
With glimm'ring Hopes approaching Death to ſhun ; 
While others tow'ring on a feather'd Wave, 
Faintly contend a Moments Life to ſa ve, Tr" 1157 
But ſoon o'erwhelm'd, ſink deep into the Grave. 


Thus Thirſt for Pow'r, Fnvy, and baneful Jars, 
Plunge ſuff' ring Mortals in deſtructive Wars. 

For Hellen, ſtoPn by the Dardanian Boy, 
The angry Greeks deſtroy'd offend ing Troy : 
And Jyrian Carthage met untimely Fate 
When for the World ſhe {trove with Rome's Imperial State. 
Thus Rome herſelf, when ſhe'd, with awful Hand, 
Wide o'er the Globe extended her Command, 
Robb'd by inteſtine Feuds of boaſted F ame, 1 
A Prey to thole ſhe once had rul'd became, 
And all her Grandure ſunk into an empty Name. 
Thus States and Kingdoms, by the dire Invent 
Of brutal Strife, alternately are rent: 
But ſome malignant Star muſt influence thoſe | 
Who, fond of Ill, intrinſick Good oppole, 4% 
And, Haunoslike, are to their Country Foes. 
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Bauch, Oh Britannia! haſt thou lately known, 
Such were thy Hanno's who diſtreſs'd the Crown, 
And baſely ſheathing the victorious Sword, 
Stirr'd up Rebellion *gainſt their rightful Lord. 
hoſe vile Abettors of the vileſt Cauſe 
purn'd at Religion, Liberty, and Laws, 
nd eager to poſſeſs Domeſtick Spoils, 
nvolv'd the ſuf ring Land in moſt unnat' ral Broils. 
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